
The  

Informer 

ISSUE 5 January, February  & March 2012  VOLUME 1 INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

u LETTER FROM THE  INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

u SECTION 8 INFORMATION  

u COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES  

u ñA VOICE FOR PUBLIC HOUSING  TENANT 

u PUBLIC HOUSING SCHOLARSHIPS 

u REAC SURVEY 

 

é..2 

é..3 

é..4 

é..5 

é..6 

é..8 

Anniston Housing  

Authority  

Executive Board of 
Directors:  
 
Kathy Dreyer 
Chairperson  
James Smith,             
Vice Chairperson  
Curly Davis, 
Commissioner              
Penelope Williams  
Commissioner  
Susan Ponder  
 Commissioner  

Resident Council Board 

Janice Finley, AMP 1                    

Nellie McMillian, AMP2                   

Alana Woods, AMP2                   

Maxine Smith, AMP3                 

Brenda Nail, AMP 3 

AMP1ð Glen Addie, Wash/Parkwin 

AMP2ð Cooper, Norwood, Fairview 

AMP3-Constantine, Barber Terr., 

Tinsley 

 

  
For the Month of 

 

January 3rd -4th   Washington Homes 

January 5th    Fairview Terrace  

January 9-11th    Norwood Homes 

January 12th    Southern Ridge 

January 16-17th    Parkwin Homes 

January 18-19th    Barber Terrace 

January 23-25th    Cooper Homes 

January 26th    Tinsley Manor 

January 30-31th    Constantine Homes 

 

February 1-2nd    Constantine Homes 

February 6-8th    Glen Addie Homes 

February 9th    Southern Ridge 

February 13th    Hobson City 

February 14-15th   Washington Homes 

February 16th    Fairview Terrace 

February 20-22th   Norwood Homes 

February 23th    Tinsley Manor 

February 27-29th   Cooper Homes 

 

March 1-2nd    Barber Terrace 

March 5-6th    Parkwin Homes 

March 7th    Fairview Terrace 

March 8th    South Ridge 

March 12-14th    Glen Addie Homes 

March 15th    Hobson City 

March 19-22nd    Constantine Homes 

March 26-28th                Cooper Homes 

March 29th    Tinsley Manor 

 

* Please remove all items from cabinets, corner of the walls and 

closet for easy access to treat your unit.  Thank you in advance for 

your cooperation.  Please contact the maintenance department for 

further information concerning pest control and other maintenance 

issues at 256-236-6741. 



The Informer 
PAGE  2 

Anniston Housing Authority  

Letter from the Executive Director 

From the Desk of Geraldine Allen, Interim, Executive Directoré 

 

I hope all are well and have a healthy and prosperous  New Year.  We have 

had some mixed weather so far and have not had to worry about the cold  

temperatures as much as on last year.  Please use steps to conserve your heat 

so your bills will not be extremely high.  One thing that will be of help is  

lowering your thermostats at night and closing doors to rooms. 

 

We would like to make you aware of improvements we have scheduled to   

begin this year.  New doors and screens will be installed at Barber Terrace. 

Showers will be installed at Constantine, new doors, security screens, and 

kitchen cabinets will be installed at Glen Addie.  We are also beginning to 

make plans to install Air Conditioning at Glen Addie, Cooper Homes and  

Barber Terrace.  Constantineôs office will also be modernized.  We ask that 

you bear with us as me begin works to improve housing. Thank you for your 

cooperation in advance. 

 

We would like to thanks the residents that came out to the Public Hearing here 

at Glen Addie.  Hope to see even more residents participate in making     

housing better in the future. 

 

As a lost note, there have been house fires mentioned on the news as of late.  

Please be very careful about running cords and overloading them.  Heaters do 

not need anything flammable around them and please do not leave candles 

burning when you leave your apartment. 

 

We appreciate each of you that have chosen Anniston Housing as your rental 

agency. 
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ñPlease remember to complete your community service requirements.ò 

From Terri Lloyd, HCV Section 8 Office: 

 

Happy New Year!  I would like to address some frequently asked questions regarding the HCV Section 8 Program: 

 

What is the HCV Section 8 Program:  The Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program was established by the Federal government, 

and administered by the Anniston Housing Authority (AHA) under contract with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Devel-

opment (HUD) to subsidize the rent of low-income families. 

 

The Section 8 Program is a federally funded Housing Assistance Payments (HAP) program.  It is different from other subsidized 

housing programs in that Section 8 allows the participant to pick from privately owned housing in Anniston, Alabama, and other 

areas of the state and country. 

 

Each applicant has the freedom of choice in location and is encouraged to locate suitable housing outside of poverty neighborhoods 

or areas with high racial concentrations.  The participant may choose where they want to liveéacross town, in Alabama, or in an-

other state.  Itôs their choice. 

 

Taking Applications:  No, Applications are not being accepted. The waiting list for the HCV Section 8 Program is closed and will 

not reopen until additional funding is available. When will the waiting list open:  Estimated time to take applications will be some-

time in 2014. Last time the AHA took applications: March 2008.  Currently we have 120+ applicants on the waiting list still waiting 

for assistance. No estimated time on when funding will be available to assist current applicants on the waiting list. 

Iôm on the waiting list, how much longer do I have to wait?  We are not able to estimate how much longer you will remain on the 

waiting.  The AHA is currently spending 100+% of our annual budget to assist current families. 

 

If you are a current participant on the HCV Program here are a few reminders: 

Change of family composition must be approved prior to someone moving in or out of your household, other than a birth or a 

death in the family. 

Increased income changes are to be submitted within 10-days of increase.  These changes much be in writing to the Section 8 

Office. 

If you receive a utility reimbursement check, checks are not released until after the 25th of each month. 

Comply with the lease terms of your lease contract. 

Keep the dwelling safe and sanitary. 

Notify the owner of any necessary repairs. 

Pay utility bills and supply appliances that the owner is not required to supply. 

Live in harmony with neighbors, keep noise to a minimum and avoid conflicts. 

Avoid any unlawful activity, including drug activity. 

Follow all program rules and regulations. 



Community Service Activities 
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We have three computer labs located at the following devel-

opments: Glen Addie Homes Community Building, Norwood 

and Constantine  Homes.  

The computer labs are provided for the youth in public 

housing to assist in the after-school  program at Norwood 

and Constantine Boys and Girls Club. In addition, the lab at 

Glen Addie is for the youth, adult education and computer 

classes. 

Computer classes at Glen Addie Homes Community Center 

are available Monday & Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to noon.   

Classes are taught by Ms. Faye Gregory.  If you have any 

additional questions, please call 236-1575, ext. 35.  We look 

forward to seeing you there.  

(Will count as community service hours) 

 

 

 

Anniston Housing Authority House-

keeping program is a program that 

helps promote sanitary and proper 

housekeeping practices. This program 

is for residents that have failed their 

annual housekeeping inspection or    

reported by housing management or  

maintenance for poor housekeeping 

practices.  

  

Each class will cover basic cleaning 

knowledge, pest control, deep clean-

ing, scheduling cleaning activities and 

other cleaning  topics.  On the second 

and fourth week, a housing keeping  

inspection will be performed by the   

instructor and housing staff.  If you   

receive a letter, you must attend this 

program.  It is used as a precautionary 

measure to prevent a possible eviction 

for failing to maintain a clean and   

sanitary unit.   

 

It is taught by Penelope Briskey on 

each Wednesday of the month at          

Glen Addie Homes Community Building 

from 3 p. m. - 5 p.m.  For further           

information, please contact Carolyn 

Swain at 236 -1575, ext. 35.  

 

 

The Resident Council is a group of individuals   

living in public housing from the nine develop-

ments located in Anniston, Alabama that meet 

monthly to discuss issues that will improve the 

quality of life for residents living in  public hous-

ing.   

 

The monthly meetings are every first Tuesday at 

Glen Home Community Center time to be an-

nounced.  If you are interested in attending the 

meetings, please contact Carolyn Swain at 236-

1575, ext. 35.   
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If you do not report all 

income, You must 

repayéééé 

Itõs the Law! 

If you live in Public Housing, you 

may be eligible to receive an  

educational stipend of a $175-

250 when you receive an 

associate or a bachelor degree. 

Insert from ñThe Residentò Newsletter 

 

Resident participation is vital in offering residents a way to build working relationships with the housing agency, and 

create a positive living environment in Public Housing. One form resident participation can take is the resident council. 

These groups play a part in improving the quality of life for Public Housing communities and bring a wide variety of 

issues to the attention of PHA from safety and unit to pet and eviction policies. 

 

A resident council is a group of Public Housing residents who organize by holding elections for officers and adopting 

by-laws that serve as a roadmap for how the council will conduct its business. The councilôs democratically elected 

board must consist of five board members who have been elected by the voting membership. Public Housing residents 

can serve on resident councils if they are: 1)heads of household (of any age) or 2) a household members whose name is 

on the lease and at least 18 years old. Council members cannot be in violation of the lease. They also have to meet any 

additional requirements that are written into the resident council bylaws. 

 

PHAs must acknowledge a duly elected resident council as the one voice of the residents and support its tenant         

participation activities. The housing should make sure to meet with a new council whenever one is elected. In fact, the 

housing agency should approach the resident council to set up an initial meeting and provide materials on its occu-

pancy, admissions policies, and tenant participation policies. Also, communication should not stop with this initial     

session. The PHA must encourage a flow of information and to address outstanding issues or concerns through meeting 

and other means of communication. Finally, the relationship between the PHA and the resident council should be     

formalized in a written Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) which is updated every three years. 

 

HUD provides housing agencies with money for tenant participation activities. PHAs then make these funds to properly 

elected resident councils and jurisdiction-wide councils. The PHA and its resident council must work together and    

decide how the funds will be used for tenant participation activities; if the PHA and the council cannot agree on how the 

funds should be distributed, then the housing agency takes the matter to its local HUD field office. Tenant participation 

funds may be used to support training activities, meetings, resident organization and other related activities such as: 

neighborhood cleanup, crime watch, outreach programs, resident training, and household training. 
 

Residents should be actively involved in the PHAôs decision-making process since the residents have firsthand      

knowledge of what is needed in their respective communities. By developing a productive working relationship, the 

residents and PHA can flourish together. If you are interested in participating in with resident council, please contact 

Carolyn Swain, Resident Services at 256-236-1575, ext. 35. 

Resident Councils: A Voice for 

Public Housing Tenants 

Dates to Remember  

 

Dr. M .L. King Day            January 16, 2012 

Valentine Day                   February 14, 2012 

Daylight Saving Time          March 11, 2012 
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The Alabama Association of Housing and 

Redevelopment Authorities  (AAHRA) 

scholarship forms will be available in the 

Spring 2012. 

 

 If you are interested in applying for the 

scholarship, please contact Carolyn Swain 

at 236-1575, ext. 35 to have your name 

placed on the mailing list to receive a 

copy of the application.  

 

The convention will be held in Panama 

City, Florida on August 27-29, 2012. 

CITY OF ANNISTON 

óGOOD CHOICESô PROGRAM 

10th Annual Martin Luther King Jr. 

Youth Participation Day 

 

Monday, January 16, 2012 

Starts at 9:00 a.m. located @  

City Meeting Center 

1615 Noble Street 

Anniston, AL 36201 

 

Theme: ñRealizing the Dreamò 

For More Information Contact Frazier 

Burroughs at 
256-231-7630 

Things to Remember 

 

In order to encourage academic excellence and 

community responsibility among high school 

students, PHADA has implemented a scholar-

ship program for graduating seniors who are 

preparing to enter college. PHADA will award 

three (3) scholarships to deserving youth  

currently residing in a PHADA member 

agency. 

 

Students must reside at a PHADA member 

housing agency ( public housing or Section 8) 

to be eligible.  The deadline is January 31, 

2012.  For further  information, contact  

Carolyn Swain at 236-1575, ext. 35 to obtain 

forms or www.annistonhousing.org.  

PHADA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

From the desk of Stacey Fagan, Public Housing Manager 
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all of the 

residents at Glen Addie, Washington and Parkwin 

Homes for all of your efforts in housekeeping.  I have 

had numerous residents that have greatly improved their 

overall housekeeping and this does not go unrecog-

nized.  Thanks for all of your hard work. 

 

I have implemented an honor roll program for my  

properties which includes Glen Addie, Washington and 

Parkwin Homes.  Any child in grades 1-12 with ALL 

Aôs will receive 2 tickets to Amstar Theatres.  Please 

bring a copy of childôs report card to my office. 

 

I hope everyone has had a joyful holiday season and I 

am looking forward to all of the changes that we will be 

blessed with this upcoming year at Anniston Housing 

Authority. 
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www.northeastalabamacdc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

         

                                                                                                                                             

 
                                                                                
                                    

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Time Homeownership Orientation 

Northeast Alabama CDC has two 
offices located in both the Anniston 

and Ashland Areas.  

 Northeast Alabama CDC covers the 
following counties: Calhoun, Clay, 

Cleburne, Coosa, Talladega, 
Tallapoosa & Randolph Counties.  

You will learn the basic steps of:  

 Buying a Home 
 Budget Counseling 

 Credit Counseling 

(understand and manage 

your credit) 

 New Loan Programs 

available 

 

DATE:    January 14
th

, 2012 

 

 

TIME:    9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.   

 

 

PLACE: City of Anniston 
            Project Pay Building 
            129 West 13

th

 Street 
               Anniston Alabama 36201 

  
 

 

 

 

So You Think You Want A Home? 
 

 

OUR MOTTO: 

ñInspiring communities to strive for excellence 

through creativity and innovationó 

Northeast Alabama Community 

Development Corporation 

 

 

OUR MISSION: 

 

The Mission of the 

Northeast Alabama CDC is 

to provide affordable 

housing, economic and 

youth development for low 

income residents through 

community revitalization 

and inspiring families to 

strive for excellence through 

creativity, and innovation. 

 

Sponsored By:  

Northeast Alabama CDC 

&  

BB&T Bank 

 

 

For more information 

about our  

Homeownership 

Orientation  

please contact: 

 

Baron T. Sandlin 

Or  

Melinda L. Fowles 

@ 

(256) 235-8018 

Anniston Office  




